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“We learn . . ..

10% of what we read

20% of what we hear

30% of what we see

50% of what we see
and hear

70% of what we
discuss

80% of what we
experience

95% of what we teach
others”

William Glasser

Parents are Partners in Literacy

Math and Literacy

Comprehension is key to
success in math. If a student
doesn’t understand what they
need to do to solve a word
problem, it becomes very
difficult to do so success-
fully.

You can use strategies
similar to reading strategies
to help your child
comprehend their math word
problems. 1) Ask them what
they know about the problem
first. 2) Then have them tell
you what they think they
need to do to solve the prob-
lem. 3) When they have

solved the problem, ask them
if they have solved any other
problem in the same or differ-
entway. 4) Help them to see
that the way they solved one
problem can be used to help
them solve another problem.
5) Ask your child to teach
you how to solve the next
problem. By showing you
how to do the problem, they
will put their thoughts into
words and establish a connec-
tion between their old and
new learning. 6) Help your
child name the math skills
they used, such as division,
addition or fractions.

Preventing Summer

Slump Parent Class
Summer Slump is the loss of
skills that can happen over the
summer. Come and learn
some ways to help your child
avoid summer slump. Mark
your calendar now!

Blue Heron—Thurs.,April 22
4:30-5:30 pm
Centennial—May 6
4:00-5:00pm
Anoka County Library
Centennial branch
Centerville— May (TBD)
Golden Lake—April 29
6:00-7:00 pm
Centennial Square
Rice Lake—May (TBD)

Comprehension

child to know what the words mean. All of of these strategies has been most effective

Comprehension is the heart of reading.
Being able to read the words on paper and
make sense of their meaning and then
connect what you read about with what
you already know—that is real compre-
hension. Comprehension encompasses all
aspects of reading as a child uses phone-
mic awareness and phonics skills to de-
code the words on paper; fluency aids a
child to read the sentences smoothly; and
understanding the vocabulary enables the

these skills together provide the base for
comprehension. When a child can take the
knowledge they already have about a sub-
ject, add to and make connections to what
they are reading; they build their compre-
hension skills.

Children learn strategies to help
strengthen their comprehension skills.
These strategies may include summarizing,
questioning, using story maps, self-
monitoring and the use of graphic organiz-
ers. Research has shown that using a mix

for improving comprehension. Children
need to become comfortable deciding
which is the best strategy to use for various
kinds of books. Asking themselves ques-
tions about the paragraph may be a useful
strategy for a science book while using a
story map may be most helpful for a novel.
When students can monitor their own un-
derstanding they build a comprehension
skill that will further life long learning.
The tips below are helpful for improving
comprehension skills for all students.

Spotlight on Fourth Grade: Ways You Can Improve Comprehension At Home

Here are some important ways to
help improve your child’s compre-
hension skills at home:

1. Before they begin an assign-
ment, ask them to tell you, in their
own words, what they already know
about the subject.

2. Before they begin reading, ask
them what questions they have
about the topic. This will help them

look for the answers as they read.

3. After a paragraph or a page, ask
them to summarize what they just read
about in a sentence or two. This helps

them find the main ideas.
4. When they finish reading, have

your child tell you the answers for the

questions they had.

5. Encourage them to make a connec-
tion to something else in their world

that relates to what they just
read about. Helping to make a
connection to themselves, their
family or friends, another story,
another subject or something
else they have seen will make
the information important to
them and makes it more likely
they will understand, remem-
ber, and use the information.



