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and on the Centennial website at
wwisd12.org.
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Dr. Keith Dixon
Centennial School District
Superintendent

decade?"

		 Centennial is a relatively young school district at about 53 years old. Its
history is filled with a multitude of student successes and stories of strong
support by community members, students and staff. That support is severely
tested in this era of high stakes testing, dwindling resources amid a recession,
declining enrollment and increasing mandates.
		 Centennial is at a crossroads—one of many in its short history. On Nov. 8,
the Centennial School Board is asking voters to cast a ballot on an operating levy request. The request is tax neutral on a $200,000 home because the
increase in the operating levy will be offset by a decrease in the building fund
(retired bond or paid off mortgage, and discontinuance of a lease levy).
The building bond reduction is important to understand because the ballot
will, by state statute, indicate there is an increase in the operating levy. The
district cannot add a P.S. that says there will be zero net tax change for an
average homeowner.
		 We are lucky to have a building bond retirement to offset this proposed
operating increase.
		 I invite you to read more about the levy in this issue of The Observer, seek
out additional information on the district website at www.isd12.org, and ask
questions via a district staff member or the district website.
		 What’s more exciting for me is the opportunity to begin a Community
Conversation about Centennial’s future.
		 Families have more options than ever before when it comes to educating
students. While Centennial is an open enrollment winner, with about 844
students coming in from outside the district, about 349 Centennial students
choose to enroll elsewhere.
		 Rather than give in to a spiral characterized by potential building reconfigurations and enrollment declines that perpetuate itself, why not try something else? If Centennial wants to continue to thrive, it needs to think like a
free market school district—offering the programs and services that families
can choose for their children.
		 Centennial has always been known as a “meat and potatoes” district,
offering a solid educational experience to its students featuring a caring,
supportive staff. Why not add to the “meat and potatoes” and grab enough
additional students to fill the desks in every classroom?
		 This winter, Centennial will hold Community Conversations with residents. The question is: “What should Centennial look like for the next
decade?”
		 To do it right, everyone’s input is important—students, parents, community members, taxpayers and staff.

@
kdixon@isd12.org

School Board

Superintendent's column
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Operating
levy
on Nov. 8
ballot
Why?
Centennial faces
four challenges

		 On Nov. 8, the Centennial School Board is asking voters to cast a ballot on an operating levy request. The request is tax neutral on a $200,000
home because the increase in the operating levy will be offset by a decrease
in the building fund (retired bond or paid off mortgage, and discontinuance of a lease levy).
		 The building bond reduction is important to understand because the
ballot will, by state statute, indicate there is an increase in the operating levy. The district cannot add a P.S. that says there will be zero net tax
change for an average homeowner.
1• Centennial is no longer a growing district—For years, young families
moved into the district and, with them, came new students and the state
per-pupil funding that is the core of public education funding. Today
Centennial is 53-years-old and has joined many other districts in beginning
a slow decline in enrollment. Centennial’s largest class, 12th grade, has 550
students, and the smallest is 401 in first grade.
2• State funding has not kept pace with inflation—Centennial has struggled to keep up with inflation. While expenses have increased often above
the rate of inflation, state funding has fallen below the rate leaving a gap in
funding. Compared to the consumer price index, state funding for the past
10 years has increased at half the rate of inflation. This forces the district to
continually reduce expenditures or increase referendum revenue to maintain
programs. “When inflation is taken into account, school funding from the
state has declined by double digits over the past eight years, and schools increasingly turn to voters to make up the difference, according to the state’s
Education Finance Working Group, an advisory group established by the
Department of Education” (Star Tribune, Sept. 12, 2011).
3• District buildings have available space—Centennial’s existing schools
have space to accommodate programs currently housed in leased space.
Moving Early Childhood from leased space into Rice Lake is the first step.
The second comes after Community Conversations aimed at creating a
strategic plan for the district.
4• State borrowing impacts budget—Just
four years ago, school districts received 90
percent of their funding in the year it was
used to
educate children. This year, Centennial will
only receive 60 percent of its funding by the
end of the school year, causing the district to
borrow more than $16 million to pay bills
when due. Last year the district borrowed
$4.9 million. The $50 increase in state funding for 2011–12 will partially defray the cost
of borrowing to cover the payment delays.
Golden Lake teacher Colleen Landin works
with fifth grader on a writing assignment.
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District news—Referendum

Three-step
plan of action
Fifth grader focuses on writing a thank you letter.

So what to do? In looking
at how to deal with these
issues, many districts go
through the difficult process
of closing buildings or making major cuts in programs
and activities. But there is a
better way...

@

Get more information:
Online—www.isd12.org under
levy link
On cable station 20–9 a.m. and
6 p.m.

Step 1: Continue squeezing the budget to find savings by cultivating
effective and efficient systems and previous budget reductions.
• Effective and efficient systems—Centennial collaborated with other
school districts to save $393 million in special education transportation
costs; realized $200,000 in cost avoidance due to an energy efficiency focus;
and has a new technology partnership with Infinite Campus, a Blaine
educational technology company.
• Previous budget reductions—The high school schedule change, staff
reductions, transportation changes, reductions in technology and supply
purchases added up to a $2.5 million budget reduction in 2011. Sixty-eight
staff and $3.6 million was cut in 2010. The 2009–10 budget was balanced
by cutting $1 million, using $1.5 million from reserves, delaying technology
and textbook purchases, and instituting a soft freeze for employee groups.
Step 2: Stabilize funding via Nov. 8 tax neutral levy so long-term
decisions can be made.
		 A school district uses two types of accounts for expenses: operating for
educational programs and building for facilities. On Nov. 8, voters will be
asked to approve an increase of $1.8 million ($275 per pupil) at no net cost
to taxpayers.
		 The levy will be cost neutral for two reasons. First, a building bond or
mortgage is being retired or paid off. Second, a reduction in the lease levy
will occur with the move of Early Childhood from leased space into available space at Rice Lake.
		 The Centennial School Board agreed unanimously to ask residents to shift
these funds from the building budget to operations. If the levy is approved,
school taxes will not increase for the owner of an average-sized home in
the district valued at $200,000 (For home values under $200,000, there
would be a slight increase between $8-17 per year; and for home values over
$200,000 there would be a decrease in annual taxes from $3–100).
		 State statute governs ballot language and therefore it will note the tax increase but cannot say there will be a corresponding reduction in the building
fund. See page 6 for polling places.
Step 3: Develop a strategic plan for the next decade.
		 If voters approve the operating levy, Centennial will have financial stability for several years. But the challenges still remain—and Centennial will
need a long-range plan to address these issues.
		 Families have more options than ever before when it comes to education.
If Centennial wants to continue to thrive, Centennial needs to think like a
free market school district offering the programs and services that families
will choose for their children. Centennial needs to meet tomorrow’s needs
and invest in its future in order to succeed.
		 This winter, Centennial will hold Community Conversations with residents. The question is simple, What do we want Centennial School District
to look like for the next decade? To answer this question right, input will be
needed from students, parents, community members and taxpayers. Please
plan to take part in these Community Conversations.

District news—Referendum
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Sample ballot question

What the question can
not explain

SCHOOL DISTRICT BALLOT QUESTION
APPROVAL OF SCHOOL DISTRICT
REFERENDUM REVENUE LEVY
The board of Independent School District No. 12 (Centennial), Minnesota
has proposed to increase its general education revenue by $275 per pupil.
The proposed referendum revenue authorization would be applicable for
four (4) years unless otherwise revoked or reduced as provided by law.
YES
NO
Shall the increase in the revenue proposed by the Board of Independent
School District No. 12 (Centennial) be approved?
BY VOTING “YES” ON THIS BALLOT QUESTION, YOU ARE VOTING FOR A PROPERTY TAX INCREASE

Results show Centennial met
Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP)

Test results
top state
averages

There will be zero net tax change for an average homeowner due to a
decrease in the building fund.

Polling places for the Tuesday, Nov. 8 general election
Combined Centennial School District Precinct No. 1:
(encompasses all territory in Centennial School District 12 located in the
City of Centerville, Precinct 1)
Centerville Elementary School, 1721 Westview Street, Centerville
Combined Centennial School District Precinct No. 3:
(encompasses all territory in Centennial School District 12 located in: the
City of Blaine, District 1, Precinct 1,; District 1, Precinct 2; District 1, Precinct 7; District 2, Precinct 1; District 2, Precinct 9 and the City of Lexington, Precinct 1)
Centennial High School Performing Arts Center, 4707 North Road, Circle
Pines
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City of Circle Pines
Precinct 1
Precinct 2

Centennial Fire Station #1, 2 East Road
Circle Pines City Hall, 200 Civic Heights

City of Lino Lakes
Precinct 1
Precinct 2
Precinct 3
Precinct 4
Precinct 5
Precinct 6
Precinct 7

Lino Lakes Senior Center, 1189 Main Street
Centennial Fire Station #2, 7741 Lake Drive
St. Joseph’s Catholic Church, 171 Elm Street
Lino Lakes City Hall, 600 Town Center Parkway
Rice Creek Covenant Church, 125 Ash Street
Living Waters Lutheran Church, 865 Birch Street
Rice Lake Elementary School, 575 Birch Street

District news—Referendum

Centennial's state testing results show all subgroups at each
school met their proficiency targets in reading and math along
with benchmarks in attendance and graduation.
The only area needing improvement was participation in the
special education subgroup at Blue Heron and Centennial
Elementary (regulations require 95% of students participate).
Parents have the right to decline their child take the MCA test.
Due to missed special education subgroup targets in 2009–10,
Centennial Elementary was placed in "Needs Improvement"
status.
No Child Left Behind regulations require all students across
nine different subgroups show AYP in the Minnesota Comprehensive Assessment tests.
Failure to show AYP in any one of 45 target areas results in
schools being put on an AYP watch list. Failure to show progress
in any subgroup for two consecutive years results in the school
and/or district being placed in "Needs Improvement" status.
For detailed MCA test results, see the enclosed Stockholders'
Report or 201-–11 Annual Report (online address at left).

Participation in Advance Placement (AP)
courses increases

Annual report available

		 Centennial's 2010–11 Annual Report
on Curriculum, Instruction and Student
Achievement, consistent with No Child Left
Behind legislation, highlights curriculum and
school improvement efforts, along with MAP
and MCA student achievement results. This
report is available...

@

www.isd12.org/District_Curriculum/
annual%20report.html or call Jane
McDonald at 763-792-6186 for a printed
copy

District news

A total of 420 high school students completed one or more AP
exam in 2011. This marks a significant increase in participation
over 2010 when 254 students completed exams.
Even more significantly, Centennial’s participation has increased
every year since 2007 when only 134 students completed exams.
Of the 420 students who participated, a total of 558 exams were
taken across 17 different subject areas. The results of these exams
show that 69.3% of students scored a 3 or higher (5 point scale).
This compares with the state average of 65.8% and the national
average of 60.2%. Scoring a 3 or higher serves as a strong predictor
of a student’s ability to persist in college and earn a college degree.
Many colleges and universities award credits for scores in this
range.

State average exceeded in ACT

The percentage of Centennial School District students who took
the ACT exceeded the state average score of 22.9 out of a possible
36. The composite ACT score for 2011 was 23.8, nearly a full
point above the state average. Five-year trend data indicates that
the district’s English, math, reading and science ACT scores have
outpaced state increases on each of these tests.
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District featured in commercial

High school to pilot Turnitin

		 Selected high school teachers will pilot the use of Turnitin this fall. This
product, produced by iParadigms, allows teachers to check the originality of
papers submitted by students against 14 billion web pages, 150 million
student papers and leading library data bases and publications.
		 The Internet has provided students access to an ever-increasing number of
papers-for-sale sites. Knowing that their teachers are using Turnitin, it is anticipated that students will be less tempted to plagiarize and more inclined to
develop their own writing and thinking skills.
		 This pilot will provide participating teachers with a companion tool,
E-Rater, that is designed to enhance the feedback provided to students about
their writing. After 90 days of usage, participating teachers will make a
recommendation about its continued use.

Points of Pride

Apply for foundation grant by Dec. 15

Starting Nov. 1, applications will be accepted for grants to be
awarded by the Centennial Area Education Foundation (CAEF).
The application deadline for 2011–12, CAEF's eighth year of grant
giving, is Dec. 15. Grant proposals will be reviewed in January and
recipients will be notified.
		 The foundation board has authorized a total of $11,000 for use in this
grant cycle. Over the years, the local foundation has raised and given out
more than $75,000 on over 60 grant projects in the Centennial area.
		 The grant criteria, application form, and post grant report form are available on the foundation website at www.caefoundation.org. Past grant
recipients are also listed on the website. Programs and activities should
generally supplement and enhance experiences within the Centennial
School District community, and should not replace what is or should be
provided by the district as part of its normal budgeting process.
		 Completed applications can be e-mailed to foundation@caefoundation.
org or mailed to CAEF, P.O. Box 4, Circle Pines, MN 55014.

Save the date for foundation event

		 The annual foundation gala is schedule for Saturday, Feb. 25 at Majestic
Oaks in Blaine. More information will be available as the event date nears.

		 A KARE 11 film crew visited Centennial Middle School in August to film
a commercial about a nutrition education and physical fitness program entitled Power by the Hour. Centennial parent Susan Nygaard, RN, PHN, is
the manager of Community Health Improvement for Allina Hospitals and Clinics and handles the Power by the Hour program. The commercial ran Sept.
7, on KARE 11 during the medical series “The Cutting Edge: Fighting Fat.”
(and was rebroadcast on Sept. 10).
The commercial showcases the middle school nicely (both classroom and
outside) and includes a number of middle school students including Blake
and Connor Nygaard, Michael Jennrich and Eliah Dahl. The commercial is
online at www.allina.com/healthyweight (third video clip on the right).
		 Power by the Hour is used in Centennial’s Kids Club school age child care
program, has been shared with elementary teaching staff, and was part of a
summer optional in-service for interested staff.

Awards/honors

Points of Pride recognizes outstanding achievements, honors
and awards of students, staff, and
graduates of Centennial.

 Centennial High School's National Forensic League (NFL) Chapter
has earned two prestigious awards:
 2010–11 Leading Chapter Award in the Central Minnesota district.
The award, based on student participation, is the highest NFL honor.
Only 107 schools out of 2,800 nationwide received the award this
year.
 100 Club member—awarded to chapters with 100 or more members
and degrees. Centennial achieved 100 degrees last year and placed in 10
percent of the NFL chapters nationwide.
NFL promotes speech and debate activities as a means to become an
effective communicator, ethical individual, critical thinker and leader
in a democratic society. The chapter is coached by high school English
teacher Mark Quinlan.
 Anna Sundberg (class of 2001) and Rachel Finch (class of 2000) star in
the Walking Shadow Theater Company's play "Reasons to be Pretty" at the
Guthrie.
The 2011 Homecoming
Court Queen King

Did you know?

Golden Lake Elementary is celebrating its 40th anniversary.

8

District news

Points of Pride
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A Look Ahead

A Red Ribbon Day

The Centennial robotics team took home the red ribbon (2nd)
at the Minnesota State Fair. The team placed 3rd over all,
qualifying for the championship. John Clous, high school
industrial tech teacher, is the team advisor.
Other Minnesota State Fair 2011 education and technology
education ribbon winners are:
Blue Heron: Anneke Linser
Middle school: Emily Moses, Madeline White, Calley Rickard,
Haley Billadeau, Anna Knack
High school: Ryan Eichenauer, Joy Rickard, Michaela Anderson,
Sierra Hamernick, Emily Eichenauer, Emma Sheldon, Erin
Hilger, Tyler Miller, Samantha Hamernick

Key

Star Corner

BH=Blue Heron Elementary
CALC=Centennial Area Learning Center
CEPO=Centennial Elementary Parent
Organization
CPTA=Centerville Parent Teacher
Association
CT=Centennial Elementary
CV=Centerville Elementary
DO=District Office
ECFE=Early ChildhoodFamily Education
ECS=Early Childhood Screening
GL=Golden Lake Elementary
HS=High School
LL=Learning lab
MC=Media center
MS =Middle School
MSA=Middle School Aud.
PAC=Performing Arts Center
PTA=Parent Teacher Assoc.
PTO=Parent Teacher Organ.
RL=Rice Lake Elementary
SAC=Systems Accountability Committee,
meets in Learning Lab
SBLT=Site Based Leadership Team

Colleen Landin

*Job Title: 5th grade teacher at Golden Lake Elementary.
*I’ve been with the district: 17 years.
*What did you want to be when you were young? What/who inspired you to
become a teacher? I knew I wanted to become an elementary school teacher in
8th grade during a career unit in school. I had such positive role models in my
teachers growing up that I wanted to be able to provide that same experience
to students.
*What I like most about being a teacher is: I enjoy getting to know the
uniqueness of each student from their learning styles to their personalities and
watching them grow and change in such a short nine month time frame.
*Biggest challenge: Ensuring I reach and make a connection with EVERY student so they are able to learn
academically as well as socially/emotionally.
*Greatest accomplishment/proudest moment: Becoming a teacher, then becoming a parent…and combining
them with the appropriate balance that is needed and works for both.
*Favorite food/indulgence: My current students always like to share with the incoming 5th graders that I
LOVE coffee and chocolate.
*Hometown/high school: Stillwater, MN. I have such fond memories of times spent with family and friends
on river outings, downtown visits, and daily life in a small town.
*Hobbies/interests: Scrapbooking, golfing, and cheering on my two boys at their academic and athletic events.
*Family: Scott (husband), Luke (11 years old), Nick (7 years old).
*A perfect day is: Doing something special or out of the ordinary with my family and making it a “no work”
day (no homework, no schoolwork, no housework).
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Points of Pride

November
14* BH book fair, thru 11/18
* CALC conferences, 4–8 pm
* CV: site council, 8:10 am, office
* MS choir concerts, 6:15 & 7:30 pm, MSA
6 7
* RL book fair, 7 am–8 pm, MC
13 14
15* CV PTA, 6:30 pm, MC
20 21
* GL PTA, 6:30–9 pm, staff lounge
27 28
* HS band concert, grade 9, 7:30 pm, PAC
* MS choir concerts, 6:15 & 7:30 pm, MSA
* RL book fair, 8:30 am–8 pm, MC
1* HS conferences, 4:15–8 pm
16* RL book fair, 8:30 am–5 pm, MC
* Two hour late start, grades 1–12
17* BH turkey bingo, 6 pm
2* CT site council, 7:45 am, conference room
* GL grade 4 musical, 7 pm, cafe
3* BH fundraiser pick up, 3-7:30 pm, cafe
* RL: book fair-family night, 8:30 am–
* ECS
8:30 pm, MC
* GL Planning & operations, 7:45 am, office
* SAC, 4:30-6:30 pm, LL
* HS conferences: 4:15–8pm
* RL: SBLT, 4 pm, MC; PTO board, 5:30, 		 18* CV grade 4 music program, 2:45 pm, gym
* ECFE gym night, 6:30–8 pm, CV
office conference; PTO parent, 7 pm, atrium
* GL Bingo, 6:30–8:30 pm, gym/cafe
4* CV bingo night, 6 pm
* RL book fair, 8:30 am–8 pm, MC
7* Band boosters, 7 pm, MS band room
21* HS winter sport parents night, 6:30 pm,
* CEPO, 6:30 pm, MC
white
* ECFE picture day
* CV: grade 4 music program, 6 pm, PAC;
* School Board, 6:30 pm, DO
book fair thru 11/23, MC
8* Election Day
22* BH PTO, 7 pm, MC/art room
9* HS fall musical, senior preview, 7 pm, PAC
23* CV grandparents day
10* End of 1st quarter
* HS blood drive, all day, PAC
* CALC conferences, 4–8 pm
24* No school, Thanksgiving
* ECFE picture day
25* No school
* GL Site council, 7:45 am, office
29* MS knowledge bowl, 2:30–8 pm
* HS fall musical, 7:30 pm, PAC
30* CT site council, 7:45 am, conference rm
11* No school, teacher workshop
* MS fall play, senior/staff preview, 3–5 pm, MSA
* HS fall musical, 7:30 pm, PAC
12* HS fall musical, 7:30 pm, PAC

S

M

T W T F S
1 2 3 4 5
8 9 10 11 12
15 16 17 18 19
22 23 24 25 26
29 30

December

School closings

In case of inclement weather or emergencies
necessitating the closing of Centennial Schools,
broadcasts will be made on local television and
radio stations and the district website at www.
isd12.org.
Centennial's School Closing Information
Line (763-792-6030) lists emergency school
closings and regularly scheduled non school
days.

@

School activities and events are also listed
on the district's website calendar at
www.isd12.org.

A Look Ahead

S M
		
4 5
11 12
18 19
25 26
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6
13
20
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1 2 3
7 8 9 10
14 15 16 17
21 22 23 24
28 29 30 31

1 * ECS
* MS fall play, 7 pm, MSA
2 * Community band concert, 7:30 pm, PAC
* MS fall play, 7 pm, MSA
3 * MS fall play, 2 pm, MSA
5 * BH grade 4 concert, 2:30 pm, cafe
* School Board, 6:30 pm, DO
6 * BH grade 4 concert, 7 pm, PAC
* CEPO, 6:30 pm, MC
* MS PTA, 6:30–8 pm, staff dining room
8 * GL grade 5 student council leadership retreat,
8:30–11:30 am, PAC
* Choir boosters, 7 pm, HS
* MS band, choir, small group concerts, 6:30 pm, MSA
* RL: SBLT, 4 pm, MC; PTO board, 5:30 pm,
office conference; PTO holiday sing along, 7 pm,
		atrium
9 * Two hour late start, grades 1–12
* MS grade 7 party, 2:30–4:30 pm, cafe/gyms

12 * CV: site council, 8:10 am, office;
PTA, 6:30 pm, MC
* HS band concert, grades 10–12,
7:30 pm, PAC
13 * Grades 7–8 band concert, 6:15 & 8 pm,
MSA
14 * Indian Ed. Parent Advisory, 6:30 pm,
R236
* MS 2nd quarter mid-term
15 * GL Site council, 7:45 am, office
* MS: 2nd quarter mid-term; grades 		
7–8 band concert, 6:15 & 8 pm, MSA
16 * ECFE gym night, 6:30–8 pm, BH
20 * BH PTO, 7 pm, MC/art room
* HS choir concert, 6:30 & 8 pm, PAC
21 * RL kindergarten holiday program,
10 am & 2 pm, gym
22 * MS wrestling tournament, 2:30–9 pm,
cafe/gyms
23 * CT holiday sing along, 2:45, gym
* CV grandparents day
* GL Student-staff sing a long, 8–8:35 am,
entryway
* HS wind ensemble, 7:30 pm, HS
26–30 * No school, winter break
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Centennial High School presents...

Little Shop of Horrors
Seymour works at a flower shop, attending a plant who he
has named Audrey II (after the love of his life, Audrey).
However, his plant is no normal plant. It came from outer
space and requires a diet of fresh blood. Seymour starts
by giving the plant his own blood, but, when people start
dying, the plant wants more than a few drops of blood.

Community
Education
features new
offerings

Wednesday, Nov. 9, 7 p.m. (senior preview)
Thursday, Nov. 10, 7:30 p.m.
Friday, Nov 11, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 12, 7:30 p.m.
Centennial Performing Arts Center
Tickets: $8 adults; $6 students

Partners aim to get archery program started

Centennial Middle School presents...

"Days of our Nights"

" The set of "Days" is a New Year's Eve party on the Buckcannon yacht and the drama begins when Asa
Buckcannon is poisoned from drinking his champagne toast. Who is the murderer? Could it be the sickly sweet
Marlena, the conniving Erica, or even the long-lost Greta who acts like a wild animal? Or could it be Beau,
who's always wanted to run Buckcannon Industries but was too inept, or Stefano, a rich, cunning businessman? And how do Dr. Von Quackenhiemer, a strange German scientist, and Palumbo, an idiotic detective, fit
in? Soon there are more murders; one character returns from the dead with a new head; and the yacht becomes
out of control heading out to the open sea with hidden toxic plug-in air fresheners on board! Will the chaos —
and laughter—ever end?

Wednesday, Nov. 30, 3–5 p.m.
(senior/staff preview)
Thursday, Dec. 1, 7 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 2, 7 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 3, 2 p.m.
Middle School Auditorium

Tickets
$5 adults
$3 students
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Look for the winter Community Services Activity
Guide in the mail and online in early December
WSI and Fitness for You
instructors needed. Call
763-792-6100.

@

www.centennialcsonline.org

OnA the
cover
Look
Ahead

Partners in Education

		 Archery is the focus of a new Centennial Community Education program
thanks, in part, to seed money donated by the National Wild Turkey Federation (NWTF).
		 Pictured with the presentation check are (from left) federation past president Jon Giesar, Centennial Community Services Director Cathy Wyland
and Community Education Coordinator Sharon Sculley.
		 The $500 grant will help spur additional contributions for the Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) Archery in the Schools Program.
Centennial was awarded $1,600 from the DNR to purchase half of the
equipment package for the program with the remaining half funded via
donations such as the one from the NWTF.
		 The archery program operates collaboratively through the state departments of education, state fish and wildlife agencies, archery organizations
and equipment manufacturers. The DNR provides instructor training using
a standardized education package. Additionally they facilitate local, regional
and statewide tournaments for those who choose to participate.
		 Centennial will begin its program winter quarter and is seeking instructors. If interested, please call 763-792-6100.

Fitness for You

		 This new fitness wristband program is a great value with no long term
commitment. Select classes you are interested in and attend multiple times
per session. Save over $100 per session if these classes were taken individually. Current session classes are Boot Camp, Zumba, Bodyweight Training
and Strength Training. Watch for new offerings winter session. If you are
interested in being an instructor, please call 763-792-6100.
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		 This issue’s featured partner is Sue Linser.
Sue and her husband, Jon, an engineer at Rockwell Automation, moved
back to Minnesota from Wisconsin six years ago.
Sue is a stay-at-home mom who enjoys watching her children’s hockey, soccer and baseball games. In her spare time,
she loves to read and scrapbook and enjoys walking along area
trails.
An active volunteer, Sue is working with the Citizen’s Supporting Centennial Schools (CSCS) effort to educate the
public about the tax neutral Nov. 8 ballot question in the
Centennial School District. She also worked on the 2009 levy
campaign.
A regular volunteer at Blue Heron, she has served
as the parent representative for the District Improvement Plan
Committee, worked on
various committees (Art Adventure, Art Fair, Science Fair, Yearbook, Fifth Grade Party), is a past Parent Teacher Organization (PTO)
board member (president, vice president and treasurer), and maintains
the PTO website. Sue also volunteers for the Centennial Area Education
Foundation (CAEF) by maintaining the foundation database.

Soccer players from Centennial High School volunteered Sept.
12 at Feed My Starving Children. In just 90 minutes the girls made
and boxed up enough food to feed 39 children for a year. The team is
coached by Ginger Flohaug, who also teaches physical education. Feed
My Starving Children is a non-profit organization committed to feeding the hungry by shipping meals, hand-backed by volunteers, to nearly
70 countries around the world children.

Project
fills
backpacks

Thank you...
 $132.72 from Wells Fargo Community Support Campaign on behalf
of the Angela Weigold family to Centennial Elementary
 $230.76 from Wells Fargo Community Support Campaign to Blue
Heron
 $4,747.56 from Target Take Charge of Education to Centennial Elementary
and $9,621.30 to Rice Lake Elementary
 Centennial Area Educational Fund Grant in the amount of $2,700 for
Elementary Kindness Retreats
 100 back packs from WalMart in Blaine
 $100 anonymous donation from Wells Fargo Education Foundation
to Rice Lake
 $203.29 from Wells Fargo Community Support Campaign on behalf
of Tim Zandstra, Cherylynn Berg and James Smude to Rice Lake
 $500 grant from the Minnesota Middle School Association to be used
for “Hero in History: A Radio Talk Show”

Partners in Education

@

www.anoka.lib.mn.us

Partners in Education

Nearly 300
Centennial students (K–12) received backpacks,
customized school
kits and fee vouchers to start the
school year thanks
to a community-wide project serving families in need.
The effort, spearheaded by Our Savior's Lutheran Church, was supported
by Blaine Lions, Centennial School District, City of Circle Pines, Curves,
Deluxe Corporation, Dairy Queen, Eagle Brook Church, Festival Foods,
Green Mill, Kohl’s, Lino Lakes Police Department, Living Waters Lutheran
Church, Molin Concrete, St. Mark Lutheran Church, Tree of Life Church,
Thrivent, US Bank, and more.
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By the numbers

by Cathy Wyland
Community Services Director
		 There are a lot of numbers floating around related
to Centennial. Take these for example: 29, 31982, 32,
6426, 901 and 63.
		 If Centennial were a city, it would be the 29th largest in the state. With a resident population of 31,982,
it would fall right between Roseville and Andover. It’s
a little smaller than Inver Grove, Cottage Grove and
Richfield, and a little bigger than Brooklyn Center and
Winona.
		 Of Minnesota’s more than 300 public school districts, Centennial ranks 32nd with a student population of 6,426. Roseville, Brainerd and Forest Lake are
the three above Centennial, and Farmington, Buffalo
and Morehead are below.
		 With 901 staff, Centennial has about the same number of employees as Canterbury Park (885) but its $63
million budget is larger than Canterbury’s $39 million
in revenue.
		 There are a few other numbers you should know: 8,
1, 2, 4, 53 and 3.
		 Eight refers to Nov. 8, which is Election Day. The
Centennial School Board voted unanimously to place
one tax neutral question on the ballot. The question
seeks approval to increase the operating levy an amount
that matches a decrease in the building fund. If approved, school taxes would not increase for the owner
of an average-sized home.
		 School districts have two funds: operating and building. The operating fund pays for educational programs
while the building fund pays for facilities. Centennial’s

building fund will be reduced next year for two reasons.
First, a building bond or mortgage is being paid off. Second, a lease levy will be discontinued because the Early
Childhood Center will be moving out of leased space
into available space at Rice Lake Elementary.
		 The decline in the building fund will offset the increase
in the operating fund, if the levy is approved. Please note
that state statute dictates the ballot language. As a result,
the ballot will only note the increase and will not include
a postscript explaining the change in the building fund.
		 Four has to do with the challenges the district is facing:
- Centennial is no longer a growing district
- State funding has not kept pace with inflation
- Space is available in existing schools
- State borrowing impacts the budget
		 While you can read more about these challenges inside
on pages 4–6, it’s important to note that many districts
have faced these challenges in the past. Their response
has often been to close buildings or make major cuts in
programs and activities. As a relatively young district, at
only 53 years old, Centennial is considering a better option in three stages:
1. Continue squeezing the budget to find savings.
2. Stabilize funding via the Nov. 8 election.
3. Develop a strategic plan for the next decade.
		 The fun part comes at the third stage, when Centennial
will hold Community Conversations aimed at determining what Centennial ought to look like in the future. The
fun includes hearing from students, community members, taxpayers and staff and using that information to
reinvent Centennial for the next decade. With that kind
of input, who knows what numbers will be important in
the future.

