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“The Odyssey program creates a sense of community among this group of talented learners.”
Parent of a 5th Grade Student

Staff Members

The goal of Odyssey programming is to meet the
academic and social/emotional needs of children
who are highly gifted.
Because of their academic and cognitive abilities,
these children demonstrate a need for in-depth,
complex curriculum that is beyond the grade level
core curriculum. Level 4 full-time programming for
these children provides differentiated learning
experiences and intellectual challenge that
stimulates continuous academic growth.

Programming Goal

2018-2019 School Year
Grades 3, 4 and 5 Rice Lake
Grades 6 Centennial Middle School

Grade Levels

• Students in the Odyssey
classrooms are members of
the Rice Lake school
community
• Class sizes are aligned with
the district grade ranges
• Lunch, recess and gradelevel activities are
integrated with grade level
peers when possible
• Students in Odyssey
classrooms participate in
all-school activities
“It is worth it and will completely change how your child learns from here on.”
Parent of a 3rd Grade Student

Odyssey at Rice Lake

Schoolwide
Opportunities

Student Council
StudentProblem
Council Solvers
Future
Mentors
Continental
Math League
Passport Club
Writing Enrichment

Peer Mentors
Reading Buddies Peer
Art Enrichment
Mentoring

• Families are encouraged to
participate in the Rice Lake parent
organization.

• Siblings of students attending
Odyssey are able to enroll in Rice
Lake Elementary if space allows at
the requested grade level(s).
• Transportation of students to Rice
Lake Elementary is the
responsibility of the family for
those living outside the Rice Lake
attendance area.

• Inquiry-based learning to encourage higher level
thinking and problem-solving
• High level of rigor and challenge
• Opportunity for broader and deeper study
• Accelerated pace of learning
• Students of like abilities in classrooms
• Differentiated instruction to meet the learning
needs of gifted students
• Embedded technology
“I am always challenged instead of just once a week.”
4th Grade Student

Odyssey Classrooms

●
●

●

●

Learning Experiences
● Read outside of
comfort zone
● Exposure to different
genres
● Written response to
reading
● Inquiry discussions
based on an essential
question

Resources
Junior Great Books
Novel Units/Book
Clubs
Words Their
Way/Word Study
(Greek & Latin
Roots)
Word Masters

“You will learn stuff you’ve never learned before.”
3rd Grade Student

and

Grade 3-5
Continental Math League
Problem Solving Strategies
Grades 3 – 4
Everyday Math 1 year accelerated
Grade 5
6th Grade Big Ideas
“I love the idea that I actually get frustrated which would never happen before I joined.
All the teachers are really nice seeing as I’ve had all of them. I really appreciate that
some people somewhere have made this Odyssey program and I would like to thank
them a million times over.” 5th Grade Student

Science Resources
Science a Closer Look
Foss Kits
Above grade level standards
Science Topics
Grade 3
Cells and Classifying Living Things
Earth and Its Resources
Matter and Forces of Energy
Grade 4
Environments
Dynamic Earth
Forces
Grade 5
Mixtures and Solutions, Energy and Electromagnetism
Motion, Force and Models

Social Studies Resources
TCI
Textbook and online resources
Grade Level Standards
Social Studies Focus
Grade 3
Branches of Government, Economics, Ancient Civilizations
Grade 4
Geography and Regions of the United States
Grade 5
Early Americans, European Settlement, American Revolution,
Manifest Destiny

Passion Projects
Passion projects are a learning opportunity modeled
after the genius hour movement. This learning
experience allows students to explore their own
interests and encourages creativity in the
classroom. It provides students with a choice of
what they learn during a set period of time during
the school day. Prior to beginning students are
taught research, project development and
presentation skills.

Enrichment Experiences
Choice Units
Special Programs
Field Trips
“Genius hour is a great way to begin teaching critical research skills
while allowing the students to focus on a topic that is of particular
interest to them.” Parent of a 5th Grade Student

Affective Needs
Social and Emotional Development

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Persistence
Resilience
Confidence
Motivation
Intellectual risk taking
Independence
Curiosity
Self-awareness and self advocacy

“I was always top of my class.
At first I thought I wasn’t smart anymore, but I learned persistence.”
4th Grade Student

Math – Students New to Grades 4 and 5
Goal: Close any skill gap between students
currently in Odyssey and those entering at grades
4 and 5

How: Identify key 4th and 5th grade math
standards for a solid foundation
Process: Pre assessment in the late spring
Summer mastery program
Post assessment in the fall

Tier A

Any one Cognitive Abilities (CogAT) score at or above the
99th percentile and scores in reading and math at the 99th
percentile on the MAP 2-5

Tier B

Any one score at or above the 98th percentile on the CogAT
and a MAP score at the 98th percentile or higher in reading
or math with supporting score at 95th percentile or higher
on MAP 2-5 in the other subject

Tier C

Any one score at or above the 97th percentile on the CogAT
and a MAP score at the 98th percentile or higher in reading
or math with a supporting score at 95th percentile or higher
on the MAP 2-5 in the other subject

Eligibility Criteria

Students scoring at the 97th percentile or above on three
or more areas of the CogAT may be recommended for full
time programming without qualifying achievement scores.
The District Placement Committee will make the final
recommendation decisions for placement.

Students who do not currently attend the Centennial
School District are welcome to apply and attend Odyssey.
Families must provide the required ability and
achievement test scores and teacher feedback. Out of
district students meeting the criteria for each tier will
be accepted after students who are currently attending
Centennial.

Families interested in Odyssey should complete the
application. Students who do not attend Odyssey
will receive Level 3 programming which
is provided by the Gifted Resource Teachers in
each elementary building.

“Our daughter has benefitted in so many ways. She has been challenged in every subject which is something that was
very new for her. She has done well learning in a fast paced environment. It has also been great for her to be with likeminded classmates.”
Parent of a 4th Grade Student

Next Step

February 12 and 14, 2018
Odyssey classroom visits:
2/12 from 2:00-3:00 p.m
2/14 from 10:00 - 11:00a.m..
February 23, 2018
Applications close
February 26 – March 15, 2018
Committee application review
March 16, 2018
Placement information mailed to families
March 29, 2018
Deadline for accepted students to register for
Odyssey for the 2018-2019 school year

2018 Timeline

Please use the link below to access the online
application.
http://www.isd12.org/academics-activities/gifted-services/giftedservices/gifted-services/odyssey-school-within-school

If you prefer a paper copy of the application,
please contact Lisa Cisewski at
lcisewski@isd12.org

Applications

Questions?

Questions

Bryan Carlson
Principal, Rice Lake Elementary
bcarlson@isd12.org
Lisa Cisewski
District Gifted Coordinator
lcisewski@isd12.org

Additional Questions

