an added $20,000 ‘Super-Sized
Golden Ticket’ prize. Donated
technology helped complete the
space.

“I am happy to support the
learning opportunities for
students at the Middle
School. Little did I know my
$100 donation on Give to
the Max Day could enhance
the learning environment in
this way, making an impact
on the lives of all students.”
Marjorie Wood, celebrated with
students at the opening of the
Marjorie Pehl Wood Learning
Commons in January.

GIVE TO THE MAX DAY ‘GOLDEN
TICKET’ $20,000 PRIZE FUNDS
NEW LEARNING HUB AT
CENTENNIAL MIDDLE SCHOOL
Centennial Middle School celebrated
the opening of its new learning
space, the Marjorie Pehl Wood
Learning Commons, on January 12.
The space was renovated, using
funds from a $100 donation by
Lino Lakes resident Marjorie Pehl
Wood on Give to the Max Day in
2014 that was drawn at random for

Funding was dedicated to the
20-year-old media center,
transforming it into a space where
students can work inter-dependently
and independently on a variety of
tasks. The Learning Commons is a
contemporary learning environment
and gathering place for students to
explore technology, work on group
projects, and participate in collaborative learning experiences.
CHICK-FIL-A FUNDS ‘LITTLE
LIBRARY’ AT GOLDEN LAKE
ELEMENTARY
When Chick-Fil-A opens a new
franchise, they make a donation to
their new community. Golden Lake
Elementary was selected for the
Chick-Fil-A community donation
project. The company built Golden
Lake a ‘little library,’ complete with
a supply of books.

Chick-Fil-A donated a ‘Little Library’ to
Golden Lake Elementary, complete with
a supply of books.

Make a Difference
in 2016!
By Lucas Halbur
Did you know that there are millions of people around the world that can’t
see around the world? You can change that! Just bring your used eyeglasses
to the drop-off box in front of Mr. Gutbrod’s 5th grade classroom or send
them to Blue Heron Elementary c/o Mr. Gutbrod’s Grade 5 classroom. They
will be collected by The Circle-Lex Lions’ Club who is teaming with our
classroom to bring them to developing countries and get them to people
who can’t see well and can’t afford to get them.
What if you were an adult or child that just woke up in the morning and can
barely see yourself in the mirror or see those you care about so much. You
waited in line to get a pair of eyeglasses. They gave you the pair…you can see
again!
Your life just changed because of someone donating the pair of glasses that
were going to be thrown away.

Having
a reunion?
Let us know and we’ll help
spread the word in The
Observer. Send details to:
kbergert@isd12.org

CAEF ANNOUNCES GRANT
RECIPIENTS
This year CAEF awarded $17,500 in
grants, an all-time record: Summer
Fun—reading and learning for
under-served children, grades K-8;
Community School Supplies Project
—supplies for K-12 students; High
School Peer Leaders—training for
student leaders, grades 9-11;
Courage Retreat—7th graders &
High School Peer Leaders; Homework Help—for Centennial Square
Community students; Operation
No Limits—for at-risk students,
Pines School; PowerPack Program—
non-perishable food for students
on weekends or breaks; Man
Up—safe and responsible behavior
for 11th and 12th grade male
students; Gaming Club—
fostering problem-solving and
social interaction, Centennial H.S.;
The Café—before school book
reading for K-5, Rice Lake Elem.;
Beauty and the Beast—elementary
student summer drama program;
Mentoring Program—at-risk
students, grades K-5, Rice Lake
Elem.; P.E.A.C.E. (Program for
Educational Assistance with
CAEF OPERATION NO LIMITS
Grants from CAEF help to support
student projects that include
landscaping, painting, operating
a large garden, producing crops,
marketing and selling the crops,
as well as operating a commercial
kitchen. These projects benefit the
teens by teaching them trade
skills which they can use in
future employment as well as their
personal lives. Teens learn to
become active participants in
their community through service
learning; helping them to develop a
connection with the community as

Community leaders Amy Minear (left)
and Mike Evans are recipients of CAEF
Investment in Education Awards.

Creativity & Engagement—kinesthetic
team-building activities, CALC;
YMCA Club Y—drop-in program
ages 7-14; YMCA Camp Heritage—
Garden Program ages 10-17.
INVESTMENT IN EDUCATION
AWARDS ANNOUNCED
Significant Investment in Helping
the Community
Mike Evans continues to give back
to the community. Even though his
children have graduated, Mike
continues to attend Saturday cross
country practice and encourages
students to do their best.
John Gray is an active leader at
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, a
volunteer with the food shelf, and
a peer leader at the high school.

staff news
STAFF RECOGNIZED
The District’s paraprofessional
staff was recognized during
Paraprofessionals Week, January
25-31, at school sites for the work
they do to assist students, teachers,
and staff. Counseling staff was
acknowledged during National
School Counseling Week,
February 1-5, for their work to help
students achieve school success.
“Recipe for Success” was the

Anders Jorgenson, 2013 CHS grad (third from left), spoke to Centennial
students about his career path as a machinist at SMC Specialty Manufacturing.
Other speakers this spring included Officer Kaleb Malott, Police Officer
with the Blaine Police Department; Brady Swenson, a physical therapist
at the Institute for Athletic Medicine, and an FBI Special Agent.
Thank you for sharing your career stories with our students!

YOUR DISTRICT COMMUNITY NEWS

theme for National School
Counseling Week and were
honored for their work in helping
students succeed in school and
help plan their careers. Centennial
Middle School Counselors are
Corinna Morse, Dawn Westanmo,
and Mary Macken. High School
counseling team includes Angie
Law, Ruth Olson, Pam Rehnelt,
DeeAnn Sibley, Jessica Siler, and
Sally Nelson. Mary Ann Marietta is

the counselor at the Centennial
Alternative Learning Center.
SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS AND
STAFF SHARE KNOWLEDGE AT
MSBA CONFERENCE
School Board Members Suzy
Guthmueller and Karen Lodico,
Superintendent Brian Dietz, and
Krista Bergert, director of public
information and community
outreach, presented the District’s

marketing and branding work at
the Minnesota School Board
Association Conference.
JeanMarie Scarr, president of the
Centennial Education Association,
and Dan Huffman, director of
business services, participated on
a panel discussion about
self-funded employee health plans.

community news
BOY SCOUT MAKES A
DIFFERENCE AT CENTENNIAL
MIDDLE SCHOOL
Christian Ritchot, a former Middle
School drama participant, was
recognized for the completion of
his Eagle Scout project which he
dedicated to the Middle School
Drama Department. The project
consisted of the framing and
mounting of play posters signedby cast and crew of productions
stemming back to the beginning

Significant Investment in
Education
Amy Minear is an advocate for early
childhood programs and for
education at all levels.
Tyler Wagner exemplifies what
Centennial strives to be. Tyler has
participated in many projects and
groups. Tyler makes sure students
enjoy themselves at school events
and feel valued.

Principal Stevens, left, with Christian
Ritchot, of Boy Scout Troop 9487,
mounted and framed play posters,
signed by the cast and crew of
productions at Centennial Middle
School for his Eagle Scout project.

State of the District

of the drama department. Ritchot
is from Boy Scout Troop 9487 of
Forest Lake.

Providing a high quality education
with limited funding is a challenge.
The District is a good steward of
public resources and has a healthy
fund balance. However, any use of
those dollars is a one-time expenditure
and cannot fund programs and
services long-term. The District
makes hard decisions on how to
invest its funds to protect the
integrity of a quality education for
our students and takes into account
financial and contractual obligations.

well as internalize the benefits of
serving the community.
The southern section of Rice Creek North Regional Trail will be rehabilitated thanks to
Metro Parks and Trail Legacy funding.

Operation No Limits students plant marigolds and herbs,
learning valuable life skills through collaboration. The program
involves teens who are currently in placement at the Lino
Lakes Juvenile Center and students at Pines School.

This important project will be going on from now to the end of the school
year. MAKE A DIFFERENCE, DONATE NOW… Thank you!
Donations can be sent to or dropped off at:
Blue Heron Elementary, c/o Mr. Gutbrod’s Grade 5 Classroom
405 Elm Street, Lino Lakes, MN 55014

alumni news
We want to hear about our Centennial alumni! Send information to info@isd12.org.

RICE CREEK NORTH REGIONAL TRAIL
Anoka County received Metro Parks and Trail Legacy funding to rehabilitate
the southern section of Rice Creek North Regional Trail. This section of trail
starts at County Road J and Lexington Avenue and follows Rice Creek to
Golden Lake Elementary School. The County will be bidding the project in
the near future. Anticipated trail reconstruction is to begin mid-June 2016 and
will be complete prior to school starting in the fall. If you have questions
regarding the project, contact Karen Blaska, Anoka County Parks and
Recreation Department, at karen.blaska@co.anoka.mn.us or 763.767.2865.

community ed
KIDS CLUB INFO
Register for Kids Club Camp through May 1. Kids Club
summer camp philosophy provides a framework for offering an enriching
educational and recreational environment that enhances development and
encourages children to explore who they are and grow socially. Kids Club
CAMP will be out mingling with our world at some local establishments.
We will be visiting water parks like Apple Valley Family Aquatic Center and
Bunker Beach, playing at parks like Elm Creek and Chutes and Ladders, as
well as learning about our past at Fort Snelling and Crystal Caves. Children
entering grades 4-6 will have some bonus field trips like Valley Fair!
For more information check our website: isd12.org, click on Kids Club.
Or contact Molly Nelson at 763.792.6110; mnelson@isd12.org.
ADULT TRIPS
Do you enjoy the thrill of the hunt for that unique gift, special prize for yourself or that oh so perfect finishing tough piece for your home? Then this is
the trip for you. Join us for the Junk Bonanza at Canterbury Park. Friday,
April 22, $47, includes transportation and admission. We are also offering
other extended trips. Check out our website or call for additional information.

Career Discovery
If you are a Centennial graduate or a member of the community
interested in sharing your career story with our students, please contact
Leslye Erzberger, lerzberger@isd12.org or by phone at 763.792.5089.

THE
OBSERVER

The Observer is published for residents of Blaine, Centerville, Circle Pines, Lexington,
Lino Lakes and the students in the Centennial School District. All residents receive
this publication because of their support for the district through tax payments.
DISTRICT OFFICE 4707 North Road | Circle Pines | MN 55014 | 763.792.6000
www.isd12.org

TRUCK DAY AND BASKET SALE

Trucks, trucks everywhere! See what they
look like up close. Climb in and touch them!
Free
10 am -noon, Saturday, May 7
at Rice Lake Elementary

WHY DOES THE DISTRICT ASK
THE PUBLIC FOR SUPPORT?
Like other districts in Minnesota,
funding from the state is not
enough. The District continues to
ask elected officials to consider
legislation that provides adequate
funding for its schools that keeps
up with inflation and ensures equal
access to education dollars. The
District also has turned to the
public, asking residents to support
levy requests. Centennial has low
levels of property wealth because
there is limited business and
industry located in the district. This
is a disadvantage because a larger
tax base of commercial property
lowers the tax burden for each
home and business owner. Since
Centennial’s tax base is smaller,
compared to many districts, the
obligation of each taxpayer must
be higher to allow this district to
access these local levy dollars.
This is unfair to both the taxpayer
and the District and places the
burden on the community.

Visit the silent auction and basket sale,
sponsored by the EC Parent Advisory
Council.

www.isd12.org
CLICK ON THE COMMUNITY ED TAB ON THE WEBSITE
TO REGISTER AND DOWNLOAD COURSE GUIDES OR
CALL 763.792.6100.
ADULT CONTINUING
EDUCATION (ACE)

KC PRESCHOOL

Now accepting KC Preschool registrations
for the 2016/2017 school year.
Check isd12.org/community education
for availability and registration information,
or contact Sara Ison at 763.792.6111;
sison@isd12.org

It’s never too late to earn your GED,
brush up on basic skills, or prepare
for college entry. Classes are free.
Call 763-398-2980 for more information.
AQUATICS

The Wibit’s are back! Join us for open
swim on Thursday nights starting
March 31 through May 19, 7:30-8:30 pm.
Cost is $2 per person or $5 per family.
KIDS CLUB

Summer registration will be posted
online in mid-March.

ABC

SCHOOL READINESS
PRESCHOOL

Registration is open for School Readiness
Preschool for the 2016-2017 school year.
Please call the Centennial Early Childhood
Program at 763.792.6120 for more information.
COMMUNITY EDUCATION

Watch for your summer activity guide mailed
mid-April and posted online. Lots of great new
activities!
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MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN THE LIVES OF CENTENNIAL STUDENTS

Centennial High School students Tyler
Wagner (left) and John Gray are
recipients of CAEF Investment in
Education Awards.

DISTRICT OFFICE
4707 NORTH ROAD
CIRCLE PINES MN 55014

donor news

Connect with communities and show
your pride was one tip made by the
branding and marketing team at the
MSBA conference. Featured here, a
Centennial window cling found on cars
and area business windows.

PRINTING
Modern Press
EDITOR
Krista Bergert

CAN’T FIT A SCHOOL BOARD MEETING INTO
YOUR SCHEDULE?
Livestream Centennial School Board
meetings, or view the archive of
recorded meetings on your computer
or mobile device. The District began
streaming and archiving the meetings in
December. Information can be found
online at isd12.org.

This equity piece needs to be
addressed by the legislature.
LEVELING THE

$2294

Playing Field
$1580

$889

$210

$177
Centennial

Mounds View

$172

the next 25 to 30 years. These
funds can only pay for facility
improvements and maintenance.
Funding cannot support operational
expenses such as staff, programs,
and services. The renewal of the
operating levy in 2015 will help
off-set expenses, only paying for
some of the current programs and
services, and not enough to grow
educational opportunities for
students.

Hopkins

An example, a homeowner in the
Hopkins School District, pays $172 in
taxes on $100,000 of property value,
equating to $2,294 in revenue/pupil.
In contrast, Centennial pays $177 in
taxes on $100,000 of property value,
equating to only $889 in revenue/pupil.

DID YOU KNOW THE DISTRICT
HAS CUT $6.3 MILLION OVER
THE PAST THREE YEARS?
The District has cut its expenditures
by $3.8 million over the past two
years, making adjustments to
programs and services and leaving
staff intact. However, as a result of
the second operational levy
question that failed in 2014 and
2015, the District is cutting its
expenditures by an additional $2.5
million for the 2016-2017 school
year. The reductions equate to less
staffing, higher class sizes, and
fewer programs and services.
DID THE RECENT LEVY
APPROVALS HELP?
We are grateful for the support of
the community in the passage of
two recent levies. The approved
capital levy in 2014 ensures our
buildings are taken care of for

A

AN

HOW CAN THE DISTRICT
SUSTAIN ITS GREAT SCHOOLS?
The District continues to strive to
offer the best education with
limited funds, however education at
Centennial will look different in the
future. In the coming year, the
District will plan for student needs
and will ask the community for
support in funding the education
of Centennial students. More
information will be included in
upcoming communication from
the District.

A REMINDER OF OUR 2016 START DATES:

Student calendars were approved by the Centennial School Board for 2016-2017 and 2017-2018.

DISTRICT OFFICE 4707 North Road | Circle Pines | MN 55014 | 763.792.6000

Operational Levy FUNDS

Day-to-day expenses in the schools:
Staff, resources, programming, and
services

FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL!

day for students in grades 1-9;
Sept 6, 2016: First
all grades at CALC and Pines School
day for students in
Sept 7, 2016: First
kindergarten and grades 10-12

Capital Levy FUNDS

Maintenance and Infrastructure in/of
our buildings and cannot fund staff,
programs, or services: Building
construction, HVAC, infrastructure/
cabling, and roofing.

NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY
148 Centennial High School students are members of the
National Honor Society; 79 students were inducted in January,
joining 69 existing senior members.

INSIDE CENTENNIAL

school news
from the superintendent

Every day, we go to work to
promote the betterment of our
students and communities. One
aspect to achieve this outcome is
our financial solvency. With this is
mind, we need to work together to
close the financial gap that exists
between state and local funding,
and the cost of providing an
education.
Over the past three years, we have
strengthened our fund balance to
solidify a stable, financial condition.
The growth of our fund balance
has allowed us to address
unanticipated, one-time needs.
The fund balance is not a long-term
solution for addressing ongoing
expenses such as staffing,
programs, and services. Due to
these variables, we need to make
budget reductions which equates
to $6.3 million in cuts over the past
three years in order to help close
the financial gap.
Over the past two years, we have
strategically invested in our future.
Our capital levy, passed in 2014,
allows us to reinvest in our buildings
to meet students’ needs in the
future. This levy is a dedicated
source that can only be used for
facility improvements and cannot
be used for operational expenses.
The renewal of the operating levy
in 2015 was helpful, but not
enough to support current
curriculum offerings, programs,
and services. Our reality is we
need the support from the
legislature to equalize and increase
funding and/or our local taxpayers
to help close the gap.
Being respectful of taxpayer
dollars, we continue to work on
long-term solutions for the District.
We will begin work on an education
plan that is mindful of taxpayers
and provides a sustainable,
long-term funding source to make
a difference in the lives of students.
Thank you again for supporting
our schools and investing the
youth of our communities.

!

WE ARE CENTENNIAL!
Brian Dietz
Superintendent of Schools

NOMINATE A CENTENNIAL
GRADUATE OR AN INDIVIDUAL
WHO HAS MADE AN IMPACT
ON CENTENNIAL SCHOOLS!
Visit isd12.org/alumni-information
for Hall of Fame nomination information.
Deadline: May 1, 2016.

BOOST UP ACHIEVEMENT
Blue Heron Elementary kindergarten
and first grade students utilize the
Boost Up program to impact
pre-academic readiness and early
academic achievement. Boost Up
enriches many typical school
activities with brain stimulation
components to boost classroom
performance. Boost Up consists of
sets of stimulation activities located
in three areas: desk activities, floor
activities, and playground activities.
The activities are designed to
improve gross and fine motor skills,
balance, functional vision, hand eye
coordination, and academic skills.

PENNIES FOR A CAUSE
Rice Lake students, preschool –
grade 5, took the challenge to
make a positive impact on the lives
of blood cancer patients. Students
collected $8,202.10 in spare change
over three weeks for the Pennies
for Patients program that is
instrumental in raising funds for
lifesaving cancer research.

Students at Rice Lake collected
$8,202.10 in spare change to support
The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society’s
mission of curing leukemia, lymphoma,
Hodgkins’ disease, and myeloma and
improve the quality of life of patients
and families.

Kindergarten students at Blue Heron
Elementary working on counting
forwards and backwards while balancing.

GETTING TO KNOW YOU
Centennial Elementary Student
Leadership Council led another
“Getting to Know You” group for
new students, grades 1-5. The
students have worked to create a
positive, welcoming experience for
their classmates. In February
students made hearts and wrote
positive messages to show kindness
and then displayed them in the hall
to welcome new students.

OUTDOOR CLASSROOM PLANNED
Golden Lake partnered with its PTA
and the community to raise funds
for an outdoor classroom. The
classroom will bring a hands-on
science program to the school. The
community donated tree stumps,
and wooden table tops, and a seating
and table area will be constructed.
The classroom will overlook a
wildlife and preserved area.

Thanks to the Golden Lake PTA and the
community, ground will be broken this spring
for the construction of an outdoor classroom.
Pictured here is a vision of what the
classroom could be.
The Student Leadership Council at
Centennial Elementary led a “Getting to
Know You” event for new students.

VIKINGS CHEERLEADERS VISIT
The Centerville Parent Teacher
Association sponsored two Vikings
cheerleaders to visit the school in
January. Maria, a Centennial
graduate and daughter of Monique
Barrett, a paraprofessional at
Centerville, and Hanna visited with
fourth and fifth grade students
about the importance of setting and
achieving goals, what it takes to be
a Vikings cheerleader and taught
them a cheer. The guests attended
the school’s Positive Behavioral
Interventions and Supports (PBIS)
assembly.

Two students, (from left) Trinity and
Jake, recently completed their high
school graduation while attending the
Pines School.

CPTA sponsored a visit by Vikings cheerleaders,
from left, Mariah and Hanna to talk with
students about setting and achieving goals.

student activities

FIFTH GRADE STUDENTS VISIT
Fifth grade students traveled to the
Middle School for a visit in January.
The Middle School Student Council
led tours, the band played in the
auditorium, and administrators
helped welcome students to the
school. This experience aids
students in their transition in the
fall to sixth grade.

Fifth grade students toured the Middle
School in January. The day included a
performance by the Middle School Band.

NATIONAL MERIT SCHOLARSHIP
RECOGNITION
Five Centennial High School seniors
received National Merit Scholarship
Letters of Commendation: Nicole
Abraham, Lydia Debuhr, Lucas
Erlandson, Nathan Feltman, and
Conner Peickert for their
outstanding academic promise.

Five Centennial High School seniors
received National Merit Scholarship
Letters of Commendation. Front, from
left, Nicole Abraham, Lydia Debuhr,
and Lucas Erlandson. Back, from left,
Superintendent Brian Dietz and
Principal Tom Breuning. Also receiving
commendation are Nathan Feltman
and Conner Peickert.

BOOKMARK CONTEST WINNER
Journey student Sherry Hoffman
(12) won a bookmark contest
sponsored by the Anoka County
Library. Her creativity, talent, and
persistence led to her submission
being chosen. Hoffman has
submitted artwork in the past and
this is her first award.

Sherry Hoffman’s creativity, talent and
persistence paid off! Her bookmarks will
be available at all Anoka County Library
branches.

From left, Sophomores Sami Melde, Ray
Loken, Erika Risley, and Kaiya Carlson
shopped at Walmart for the Toys for Tots
drive. Toy donations were made through
Lang Builders and other local businesses.

From left, Seniors Tim Cisar, Dylan
Guelzow, Mario Solorzano, and Logan
Tonia participated in the ACDA State
Men’s Select Choir in November.

The Fifth Grade Honor Choir joined
the Centennial High School Concert
Choir and performed for a full house
in the PAC.

MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN THE
COMMUNITY
Students in AVID, Advancement Via
Individual Determination, a program
to help prepare all students for
college and other postsecondary
opportunities, led a Toys for Tots
drive to help kids in the community.
Students collected 220 toys and
$490. Toys were donated in
partnership with the Lexington
Dairy Queen.
CENTENNIAL STUDENTS
IN STATE MEN’S CHOIR
Centennial seniors Tim Cisar, Dylan
Guelzow, Mario Solorzano, and
Logan Tonia participated in the
American Choral Directors
Association (ACDA) State Men’s
Select Choir. The students were
joined by 160 male high school
singers from 40 high schools and
nine mens choirs throughout the
state. A total of 700 men sang
under the direction of Eugene
Rogers, University of Michigan, and
performed during the ACDA 2015
State Convention.
STUDENTS CHOSEN TO SING IN
9/10 MIXED HONOR CHOIR
Freshmen Lillian Ward, Eden Wells,
and ShaubYi Yang and sophomores
Samantha Latterell and Emma
Madeux were selected to sing in the
2015/16 American Choral Directors
Association 9/10 Mixed Honor
Choir. Students rehearsed and
performed at the Minnesota Music
Educators Association conference
in February. The 9/10 Honor Choir is
the younger version of the Minnesota
All-State Choir. Centennial has five

district news
SCHOOL REGISTRATION REMINDER
Are you new to the area? Do you have a child who will be attending Centennial
Schools for the first time this fall? If you have not yet registered your child,
contact Margaret Kindle in the District Office at MKindle@isd12.org or
763.792.6006 as soon as possible.
BOARD MEMBER GUTHMUELLER RE-ELECTED TO MSBA BOARD
Centennial School Board Member Suzy Guthmueller was re-elected to the
Minnesota School Boards Association Board of Directors in January.
Guthmueller will serve a three-year-term. The position is part of a state board
consisting of 13 school board members from each area in the state that
oversee the organization. She represents school board members in the
northern suburbs of Minnesota.
CONSTRUCTION UPDATE
Summer 2016 construction planning continues for Centennial High’s West
Building, Performing Arts Center, Centennial Elementary and Centerville
Elementary. The June issue of The Observer will include a detailed list of
improvements. In order for the sites to be ready for the first day of school in
the fall, work will take place in the evenings this spring. There will be no
disruptions during the school day.
Centennial High School’s West Media Center is being transformed into an “E-Café,”
complete with meeting and flexible learning spaces to be utilized by students during
the day and the community outside the school day. Upgrades are funded by the
Capital Levy the community approved in 2014.

student representatives, the
maximum allotted per school.
FIFTH GRADE DISTRICT HONOR
CHOIR
A total of 140 fifth grade students
from Blue Heron Elementary,
Centennial Elementary, Centerville
Elementary, Golden Lake Elementary
and Rice Lake Elementary performed
with the Centennial Concert Choir
under the direction of the District’s
vocal staff: Mary Rudquist, Bob
Schlidt, and Julie Enwright.
THE 25TH ANNUAL PUTNAM
COUNTY SPELLING BEE IS A
WINNER
Centennial High School’s production
of The 25th Annual Putnam County
Spelling Bee in November was
honored by numerous SpotLight
Education awards, a recognition
program sponsored by Hennepin
Theatre Trust. The award program
supports and honors Minnesota
high school musical theatre
students and musical programs.

OVERALL AWARDS

Overall Performance:
Honorable Mention
Technical Achievement:
Outstanding
Ensemble Performance:
Honorable Mention
Vocal Performance by an Ensemble:
Honorable Mention

INDIVIDUAL AWARDS

Outstanding Performance in a
Leading Role:
Will Rafferty as William Barfee
Courtney Klein as Olive Ostrovsky
Adam Drabek as Mitch Mahoney/
Olive’s Dad

WRESTLING TEAM
CLINCHED 12TH
SECTION CROWN
The Centennial wrestling team claimed their 12th section crown
and advanced to the Minnesota State High School League
Wrestling Tournament in February. Eight wrestlers qualified for
individual tournament competition.

BOYS WRESTILING WRESTLING TEAM CLINCHED 12TH SECTION CROWN AND WRESTLED AT THE X

sports

Honorable Mention Performance in
a Leading Role:
Isabelle Sorenson as Rona Perretti/
Olive’s Mom
Sammy Latterell as Logainne
Schwartzandgrubenniere
Evaluator Shout-Out:
Nate Averbeck and Nathan Navratil
STUDENT OF THE MONTH
CALC student Timber Washenberger
(12) was chosen as January Student
of the Month in his Northeast Metro
Career and Technical Program. He
was chosen to be recognized by his
Instructor because of his excellent
academic achievement and strong
technical work skills. “Timber is a very
positive, respectful, and responsible
student. He is a great role model
for other students in the class,” said
instructor, Jessica Perone.
MENG NAMED STAR OF THE NORTH
Centennial Middle School Student
Christopher Meng (8) received the
2016 Minnesota Educators of the
Gifted and Talented Star of the
North Award for his academic
achievement, leadership, and
accomplishments in the
performing arts.
CARLSON EARNS GEOGRAPHY
BEE CHAMP
Theo Carlson (6) won the Middle
School Geography Bee in an epic
championship round which
required 20 questions to determine
the winner. Jonathan Pattie (6)
took second place, and there was a
three-way tie for third place—Ryan
Sellner (7), Harley Fon (7), and
Kaizan Haque (6). Congratulations!

Seniors Garrett Hanson and Tara Chapman
were nominated for the Minnesota State
High School League ‘Triple A’ award for
their excellence in academics, arts, and
athletics.

FIVE CENTENNIAL ATHLETES SIGNED NCAA
SCHOLARSHIP OFFERS FOR NEXT YEAR.
HANSON AND CHAPMAN
NOMINATED FOR ‘TRIPLE A’ AWARD
Seniors Garrett Hanson and Tara
Chapman were nominated for the
Minnesota State High School
League Academics, Arts, and
Athletics Award (Triple A). The
Award acknowledges a senior
male and female with a 3.0 GPA, or
higher, who participates in athletics,
fine arts, theater, speech and music.
Both students participate in a variety
of programs at Centennial and are
involved in their communities.

From left, Caitlyn Bangert, St. Cloud State University—soccer; Nan Glinsek, University
of Minnesota, Duluth—soccer; Mikayla Iaquinto, University of Minnesota Duluth—soccer;
Jake Hartford, University of Northern Iowa—football; Tre Morris, University of South
Dakota—football.

4AAA CHAMPIONS,
STATE TOURNAMENT
PARTICIPANT

BOYS HOCKEY
TYLER NYMAN (12) AC
STEVE HERON (12) AC
CODY MCLEAN (12) AC
DYLAN KLEHR (12) AC
ERIK JAMISON-EKELING (12) AC
LUCAS MCGREGOR (10) AC
GRAHAM BRICKNER (11) HM
MATT JENNRICH (11) HM
NATE RADKE (12) HM
Carly Rademacher
(12) Academic
All-American
Designation
National Interscholastic
Swim Coaches
Association

GIRLS HOCKEY NORTHWEST SUBURBAN CONFERENCE CHAMPIONS
MAIJA ALMICH (9) AC
ALANA BORDEAUX (10) AC
GABBIE HUGHES (10) AC
ALL-STATE COACHES ASSOCIATION
SECOND TEAM ALL-METRO
STAR TRIBUNE
ANNE JUERGENS (12) AC

ANNEKE LINSER (10) AC
HONORABLE MENTION ALL-STATE
COACHES ASSOCIATION
HANNAH BACKMAN (10) HM
CLARE RILEY (11) HM
ALLI PITLICK (8) HM

STATE CHAMPION

Jake Bergeland (11) AC,
132lbs

STATE RUNNER-UP

Tyler Shilson (11) AC, 138lbs
Jake Bergeland (11)
became the #132AAA
State Champion at
the Minnesota State
High School League
Wrestling Tournament,
defeating state champ
from Rosemount, 6-5
in the finals. Bergeland
also earned his 100th
career varsity win in
January.

BOYS SWIM/DIVE
LUCAS BAUFIELD (10) AC
IVAN NEWHAM (11) AC
PHILLIP MATSON (10) AC
RILEY MCNAMARA (7) HM
STATE QUALIFIER, DIVING
LUKE WELSCH (12) HM
MATT WIEGE (11) HM
JONAH CARLSON (9) HM
REECE GULBRANDSON (10) HM

Mike Matheson (12) AC
John Noll (9) AC
Justin Mohlin (11) AC
Emily Shilson (9) HM
Aiston DeGeest (11) HM
Logan Breuning (12) HM

STATE QUALIFIERS
Jake Bergeland (11)
Tyler Shilson (11)
Justin Mohlin (11)
Deante Book (11)
Sam Byrd (11)
Aiston DeGeest (11)
Mike Matheson (12)
John Noll (9)

Tyler Shilson (11) is the
#138AAA State Runner-Up
and earned his 150th win
in February.

DANCE TEAM SECTION 3AAA STATE QUALIFIER, HIGH KICK DIVISION
ROTARY CHAIN OF GIVING SUPPORTS ANGEL FUND AT CENTENNIAL
Studies have shown that active and engaged students perform better in the
classroom. Proceeds from the Rotary Chain of Giving Angel Fund event will
support underprivileged Centennial youth by paying for participation fees and
equipment.

April 16
2016
SAVE THE DATE

Saturday, April 16, 7pm-10pm (doors open at 6:30pm)
Infinite Campus, 4321 109th Ave. NE
Heavy hors d’oeuvres throughout the evening;
gourmet dessert selections
Live casino tables, silent auction
$40 per person in advance; $45 at the door

PURCHASE TICKETS ONLINE AT www.chainoflakesrotary.com/casino

CASSANDRA MOSENG (12) AC
CARLY SELLECK (12) AC

BOYS ALPINE SKI
BLAKE VALERIUS (12) AC
ZAC OLSON (12) HM
DAVID ESPE (12) HM
ZACH BEDDOW (10) HM

GIRLS ALPINE SKI
TESSA TRETTEL (9) AC
JESSICA ZOLA (12) AC
MORGAN BELTING (11) AC
EMILY DEBOER (12) AC
DELANEY WARREN (12) HM
ANNA LUNDEEN (9) HM

MEGAN ROBERTS (12) HM

BOYS BASKETBALL
TYLER PETERSON (12) AC
JOSH MCGREAL (11) AC
THEO JOHNSON (12) HM

GIRLS BASKETBALL

GYMNASTICS STATE QUALIFIERS
ANDREA GESSNER, LEFT,
AND KYLIE BINDER
ANDREA GESSNER (11) AC
STATE QUALIFIER, VAULT EVENT (6TH
PLACE FINISH)
MADISON DORN (10) AC
KYLIE BINDER (8) AC
STATE QUALIFIER/PARTICIPANT FLOOR
EXERCISE EVENT

SYDNEY STAPLETON (10) AC
CLAIRE ORTH (10) AC
SARAH GROW (11) AC
SARA STAPLETON (9) HM
TAYLOR MCAULAY (9) HM

ADAPTED FLOOR WINNER, MSHSL STATE FLOOR HOCKEY
HOCKEY
CHAMPIONSHIP, SEASON RECORD:15-0!
C1 NORTH DIVISION CONFERENCE
CHAMPIONS
NICK REICHENBACHER
(9) AC, WELLS FARGO
ALL TOURNAMENT TEAM
JON CALIENDO (11) AC
KEVIN BEAUPRE (10) HM

ANTHONY BENGTSON (11)
AC, WELLS FARGO ALL
TOURNAMENT TEAM
JOSH HAMANN (10) AC,
WELLS FARGO ALL
TOURNAMENT TEAM
NIKOLI MARR (10) HM
AUSTIN MOTZKO (10) HM

Congratulations to Centennial Coaches!

STEVE PETERSON

TIM MATHESON

DEB WELCH

JOE LAW

Wrestling
4AAA Coach of the Year

Wrestling
4AAA Assistant Coach of the Year

Boys Swim/Dive
7AA Coach of the Year

Boys Hockey
5AA Assistant Coach of the Year

